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STEPS 

- Measure the largest Width or Height of your drawers. (For some students, 

the height of their drawers might be wider than the bottoms) 

- Rip a strip on the Table Saw, from a 4’ x 8’ sheet of plywood, a ½” larger 

than your largest Width or Height of your drawer 

- Cross-cut 3 pieces at 32” from your strip on the Mitre Saw  

- Measure the Length of the drawer opening and Subtract 1/8” to ¼”. Use 

the Cross-cut Sled to cut the lengths of ALL 3 of the bottom pieces 

- Measure the Width of the drawer’s opening and Rip the Width of the 3 

Bottom pieces from each strip to that measurement 

Steps for cutting ONE drawer  (the desired heights of the 

drawers might not all be the same) 

- Measure the desired Height of your drawer, (including the bottom piece), 

and Rip the Width of the Sides, Back, and Front pieces to that 

measurement.  

- Measure the Width of the Bottom piece and use the Cross-cut Sled to cut 

the Length of the Front/Back pieces to that SAME measurement. 

- Set-up the Rabbeting on the Router. Set the bit 3/16” or the Thickness of 

the plywood off the fence. Then set the height of the bit to Half the 

Thickness of the plywood. 

- Using a push-pad, Rabbet ALL 4 sides for the Bottoms then both sides of 

the Front and Backs along their widths. 

- Place the Front and Back on the Bottom Piece and Mark in the DADO the 

Length of the side pieces. 

- Use the Cross-cut Sled, cut the Lengths of the Side pieces accordingly. 

- Apply a thin amount of glue in the rabbets and assemble the drawing using 

TAPE to hold it together while the glue dries. 

- Once dried, Sand the outside of the drawer (if needed) to ensure it slides 

smooth and snug. Avoid over sanding causing the drawer to move sloppy.  

 



Drawer Layout x3 

 

 

 

Drawer Sizes 

Bottom 

Length = Length of the drawer opening, SUBTRACT an 1/8”-1/4” 
Width = Width of the opening   
Rabbet = All sides around 
 

Front/Backs 
 
Length = SAME WIDTH as the Bottom piece 
Width = Desired HEIGHT of the Drawer (REMEMBER TO INCLUDE THE 
BOTTOM PIECE) 
Rabbet = Rabbet BOTH sides along the width  
 

Sides X2 
 
Length = Length of the bottom, SUBTRACT the rabbets of the 
Front/Backs    
Width = SAME WIDTH as Fronts/Backs. Desired HEIGHT of the Drawer 
(REMEMBER TO INCLUDE THE BOTTOM PIECE)  
Rabbet = NO RABBETS 
 

Bottom Side Side Front/Back Front/Back Bottom Side Side Front/Back Front/Back 

32” (rough) 


